A MODERN VAISHNAVA

To enable those who do not live in contact with Hindu
devotees to realise how such doctrines as we have been
studying work out in the thought of modern men, I
append extracts from the teachings of Thakore Hara"
nath, a most saintly Vaishnava who died as recently as
1927, and who is regarded by his own followers as a
veritable Incarnation of the Lord Sri Krishna. Indeed,
as the true Vaishnava is in fact the (body' of the Lord
(VaisnavaJt mamadeham: GN 16 : 7) they do not err
in this.

These extracts have been chosen and arranged from
an unpublished manuscript of Sri A. Ramakrishna Sastry
of Bhimunipatnam, wherein he has compiled with great
industry and skill under various topic-heads extracts
from a very large number of the saint*s letters. It is by
his courtesy I am enabled to make use in this way of
his materials, rearranging them according to my owti
scheme. As the original letters were all in English,
there can be no question of mistranslation.

1. The Need for a Pure Mind

He who considers the Object of his own adoration
is the only real Deity and spites all other deities wor-
shipped by other people commits sin. .. . Those who